JESUSIS__ .

JESUSIS _ .
Part 3: Jesus Is Our Freedom
Sermon Small Group Questions
Speaker: Pastor Tim Bittle

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some discussion
questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion.

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of your
group. For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one session
together.

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to pound
through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true friendships, so
knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend more time laughing than
answering the questions.

[Matthew 26:14-16 NLT]

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading priests and
asked, “How much will you pay me to betray Jesus to you?” And they gave him
thirty pieces of silver. From that time on, Judas began looking for an opportunity
to betray Jesus.

[Matthew 26:47-56 NLT]

And even as Jesus said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a
crowd of men armed with swords and clubs. They had been sent by the leading
priests and elders of the people. The traitor, Judas, had given them a
prearranged signal: “You will know which one to arrest when | greet him with a
kiss.” So Judas came straight to Jesus. “Greetings, Rabbi!” he exclaimed and
gave him the kiss. Jesus said, “My friend, go ahead and do what you have come
for.” Then the others grabbed Jesus and arrested him. But one of the men with
Jesus pulled out his sword and struck the high priest’s slave, slashing off his ear.
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“Put away your sword,” Jesus told him. “Those who use the sword will die by the
sword. Don’t you realize that | could ask my Father for thousands of angels to
protect us, and he would send them instantly? But if | did, how would the
Scriptures be fulfilled that describe what must happen now?” Then Jesus said to
the crowd, “Am | some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with swords and
clubs to arrest me? Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? | was there teaching
every day. But this is all happening to fulfill the words of the prophets as recorded
in the Scriptures.” At that point, all the disciples deserted him and fled.

[Romans 7:14-25 NLT]

... The trouble is with me, for | am all too human, a slave to sin. | don’t really
understand myself, for | want to do what is right, but | don’t do it. Instead, | do
what | hate. But if | know that what | am doing is wrong, this shows that | agree
that the law is good. So | am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that
does it. And | know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. |
want to do what is right, but | can’t. | want to do what is good, but | don't. | don’t
want to do what is wrong, but | do it anyway. But if | do what | don’t want to do, |
am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. | have
discovered this principle of life—that when | want to do what is right, | inevitably
do what is wrong. | love God'’s law with all my heart. But there is another power
within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin
that is still within me. Oh, what a miserable person | am! Who will free me from
this life that is dominated by sin and death? Thank God! The answer is in Jesus
Christ our Lord. So you see how it is: In my mind | really want to obey God’s law,
but because of my sinful nature | am a slave to sin.

[Exodus 21:32 NLT]

But if the ox gores a slave, either male or female, the animal’s owner must pay the
slave’s owner thirty silver coins, and the ox must be stoned.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Would you say that you live a life of freedom? Give
some examples of the freedom you live in or would
like to live in.

2. What are some things we do to cover up the
bondage we know we live in?

3. What will it take to live in freedom without
continually reverting back to a lifestyle of bondage?
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4. What are the challenges we face in believing that we
are set completely and utterly free?

5. How can we encourage each other in our walk of
freedom?

6. What can you do this week, that you have never
done before, that will remind you of the Freedom
that you walk in?
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